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The Importance of Civic Duty 

Before I get started, think for a moment about what this year has been like. Let’s recap. 

We start 2020 off thinking it’ll be our year: resolutions were made, eagerness filled the air as the 

countdown began in New York City, and families welcomed the beginning of the new year. 

Well, not to be a party pooper, but it went downhill pretty fast. Starting us off we have the 

Australia wildfires that lasted months, then we had the first appearance of the coronavirus, Star 

NBA player Kobe Bryant and his daughter Gigi died in a horrifying helicopter crash, COVID-19 

enters the U.S, locust swarms become uncontrollable in Africa, multiple countries go on 

lockdown, killer wasps appear, and we’re now faced with a global pandemic affecting 

economies, trade, and life all around the globe. Around 4 months into quarantine, the 

revolutionary Black Lives Matter protests and riots start after the violent, unjust death of George 

Floyd, and it’s only June. We’re not in the Hunger Games people. This is reality, which is 

exactly why all these events that happened this year are going straight into the history textbooks. 

But you know what else is going into the textbooks? The actions of the people. Now let’s finally 

get started. Here’s the importance of civic duty.  

Civic duty. What even is civic duty? In simple terms, civic duty refers to the 

responsibilities and duties of citizens. Some examples are paying taxes, serving on juries, and 

serving as needed in the military. Now that we’re clear on that, let’s move on. Unless you’ve 

been living under a rock, we’re currently in the middle of a pandemic. COVID-19, as you all 

may know, is spread through respiratory droplets between people in close contact with each 

other whether it be talking, sneezing, or even breathing. In other words, it’s extremely 



contagious. Therefore, to combat this spread, many countries, states, and governments issued 

quarantine, lockdown, and curfew laws to try and keep social contact with people to a minimum 

or at least until a vaccine is developed. Now, the government itself can’t legally issue a 

nation-wide quarantine, it’s more of a state power. Larry Hogan, the governor of Maryland, 

issued multiple quarantine orders in regards to schools, shops, work, etc. in order to combat this 

disease. Now it’s our job, the responsibilities and duties that I mentioned earlier have never been 

more important to follow during this time. This pandemic has taken hundreds of thousands of 

people around the world and will continue to do so if we don’t try and stop it. The disease 

doesn’t distinguish which race, genders, or ages to target, it targets all of us. That’s why we, all 

of humankind, have to work together to stop this disease. The cases will drop if we do a simple, 

easy thing: stay home and social distance. Our group hangouts to the lake, nail salon trips, beach 

vacations can wait, we can survive without them, and you’ll get another chance to go out to eat, 

don’t worry. This is essentially a matter of life or death, and not something that we can just 

pretend isn’t happening. Yes, America is the land of the free and yes, you can choose to not wear 

a mask or hang out with friends, but by doing so, you’re also spreading the disease even more, 

putting yourself and your family at risk, and can potentially infect hundreds of people. 

Furthermore, these doctors, nurses, and medical staff are working endlessly to try and combat 

this disease. They put their lives at risk everyday and working overtime treating and 

encountering COVID patients. The least we can do is help them by following the safety 

measures and staying home. Moreover, we also can help them by donating face masks, making 

face shields, and donating money to fundraisers for medical equipment. Only by working 



together, following safety rules, setting our differences aside, can we help get rid of COVID-19. 

This is our civic duty. 

  

Along with that, recently, there have been multiple protests for the Black Lives Matter 

movement over police brutality and racial prejudice in America. We can’t just ignore this. 

Racism has always and continues to be an ongoing issue in America. Although I’m not African 

American myself, we have to try and understand what these people have to go through. The 

Declaration of Independence states, “all men are created equal” and “are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 

Happiness.” The foundational document of our country, of America, states how we shouldn’t 

treat people unfairly regardless of the color of their skin, and so it is our civic duty to follow this 

principle. Sign petitions, join peaceful protests, donate money, even just standing with someone 

that’s being treated unjustly because of how they look is something heroic. The fact that people 

are still discriminating against people on the color of their skin instead of judging what’s on the 

inside is wrong and unjust. This isn’t what America is supposed to be like. It’s our duty to 

change that because no change is going to come if we don’t take action.  

Remember what I said about textbooks? All these things whether it be the Coronavirus or 

the Black Lives Matter movement, are going to be taught for years to come in classrooms all 



over. We want to tell future generations what we did during 2020. So for now, it’s our duty to 

take action. It’s our duty to stand together and move toward bigger and better things. It’s our 

duty to correct the mistakes of the past, work alongside each other, and look toward a brighter 

future.   

 

 
 

  
 


