
The identity of Chinese Americans is always shifting, and our cultural identity plays a 
key part in this. Some notable points of reference in modern Chinese American culture as 
compared to American culture as a whole include language and religion. With the rise of the 
recent Covid-19 outbreak, it has become more important than ever to understand what makes us 
different and brings us together. 

To start, language is perhaps one of the most obvious barriers between cultures. It isn’t a 
rarity to meet someone of a different ethnicity who you cannot communicate, but finding 
someone who speaks a second or primary language you speak is a joy in of itself. I find that the 
most obvious case of this happening is in local schools for the Chinese language appearing 
throughout the united states. Locally, in Howard County, HCCS has 2 different locations, with 
over 1,000 enrolled students. In addition to teaching standard Chinese curriculum classes, 
bilingual classes for those who don’t speak Chinese but are interested in the language. Thanks to 
this large group of people in the community who come together in order to learn Chinese, other 
clubs have been formed as well. The school hosts math clubs, sports, robotics, and much more as 
a means of bringing communities together. Right now, it is more important than ever that we 
continue to practice the language in spite of the pandemic, and remember the importance of how 
this brings people together. 

In addition to the cultural differences of language, one other key difference that can be 
found between the cultures is religion. Chinese immigrants in the gold rush of 1849, as well as 
modern people, have different belief systems that affect how people interact. Coming into a 
predominantly Christian country, there was an obvious clash between cultures and religions. The 
Chinese introduced belief systems such as Buddhism, and philosophies like Daoism and 
Confucianism. Oppositely, many immigrants assimilated into American society, marrying locals 
and adopting Christianity and other beliefs. Today, there are over 1000 Chinese churches in the 
United States, and they bring together people of vastly different origins. They bring together 
mainlanders, Hong Kong immigrants, Taiwanese, and descendants of past immigrants. Despite 
the large tensions between many of these groups, they still can come together and find 
similarities in their worship. Once again, it is more important than ever right now to look at how 
the clashing of these cultures can bring people together, and find ways to do that in response to 
the pandemic. 

In these times of crisis, it is more important than ever to become closer together as a 
community, even if not physically. The ways in which our differences in religion and language 
have served to bring us together are key examples in this, and our diversity and cultural identity 
ultimately is one of the most important things to keep in mind. 


