
A Beautiful Chinese Love Story 

Every time I look up at the starry sky at night, I always think of a beautiful Chinese legend called “The 

Cowherd and the Weaving Girl”. This love story comes from two bright stars, Vega and Altair.  

I heard this story from my family. It is about a kind and hard-working cowherd whose name was Niulang, 

and a beautiful goddess whose name was Zhinu. They fell in love and got married. They lived a happy life 

and had two lovely children. But it was illegal for a goddess to marry a mortal man. The Goddess of 

Heaven eventually found out and ordered Zhinu to return back to heaven. Niulang was very sad and 

upset. Then his ox with magical powers said:” Kill me and put on my hide. You will be able to travel to 

heaven.” Niulang did what the ox said and took his two children to look for Zhinu. The Goddess of 

Heaven was furious and created a large river to separate them as far as possible. But the cowherd did 

not give up. He persuaded the Goddess until she allowed them to reunite for one day on the 7th day of 

the 7th month in the lunar calendar every year.  

Zhinu is my favorite goddess in ancient Chinese legends. She is, like Disney princesses, beautiful, 

intelligent, kind, and brave. One of my favorite princesses, Rapunzel, was brave. She showed braveness 

when she escaped from wicked witch. Belle wa smart. She saw the bright side of the horrid beast, not 

just his terrifying appearance. Zhinu is as brave as Rapunzel when she married Niulang, although she 

knew that it was forbidden for a goddess to marry a mortal man. She is also as smart as Belle. She 

showed her kindness when she taught the villagers to sew colorful silk. Another reason that I like this 

story is that it goes with a holiday, the Chinese Valentine’s day.  

The next time when you look at the shimmering stars in the night sky, will you remember this lovely 

story? 


