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About CAPA-HC 
 

The Chinese American Parent Association of Howard County (CAPA-HC) is a nonprofit community 
organization formed by residents of Howard County, Maryland.  As of 2019, CAPA-HC has over 600 

registered members.  CAPA-HC serves the Howard County community by providing youth and family 
education, community outreach, and civic engagement 

 
Vision  

For every resident in Howard County and every family in Howard County public 
schools to be equally represented in the community and to have equitable access to 
services and resources. 

Mission 
To advance, empower and unite the Chinese and other immigrants in Howard 
County by advocating for the underrepresented, leading in civic activities, 
promoting greater community engagement, and supporting integration into the 
larger community. 
 
 



Dear Howard County Council Members, 

The Chinese American Parent Association of Howard County (CAPA-HC) wishes to express its 
support to the original CB1-2020 sponsored by Councilmember Liz Walsh, which extends the project 
wait time for school capacity test from 4 years to 7 years.  

Amendment No. 1 extends wait time to 7 years only for projects causing school capacity over 
120%, otherwise 4 years. Amendment No.2 extends wait time to 6 years for projects causing school 
capacity over 115%. Amendment No. 3 extends wait time to 5 years for projects causing school capacity 
over 115%. 

  We oppose each of the above amendments in isolation, but support combined Amendment No1 
and No. 2, as a compromise – which extends wait time to 7 years only for projects causing school 
capacity over 120%, otherwise 6 years. Our position is based on the following: 

1. Excessive and reckless housing development without adequate planning for school capacity 
is the primary reason causing overcrowding schools, and subsequently driving unpopular 
school redistricting. While not directly addressing many issues with excessive housing 
development, we believe slowing down the pace of development to alleviate the pressure on 
school capacity is what our communities want most. 
 

2. While CB1-2020 extends the wait time, it does not stop reckless housing development 
without adequate planning for school capacity as well as adequate planning for securing 
funds to build and operate new schools to meet the capacity requirement. We believe 
responsible housing development must take school capacity, current and future financial 
resources to build and operate new and existing schools into consideration. Housing 
development should also consider minimizing the impact to communities attending existing 
schools – less redistricting of existing schools - to the extent it is possible. 

 

3. Lastly, the adoption of CB1-2020 should not become a reason to slow down new school 
construction. There should not exist a direct relationship between wait time (for school 
capacity testing) and construction time required for building new schools. These two do not 
have to correlate to each other. New school construction should be a priority task of the 
county, regardless of the wait time. 

 

For the above reasons, CAPA-HC strongly supports CB1-2020 in its original version and supports 
combined Amendment No. 1 and Amendment No.2 as a compromise.  

 

 


