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Synopsis: 
Luminus Network for New Americans (formerly, FIRN) has spent 40 years serving the immigrant 
community with legal and social services.  Luminus empowers immigrants, refugees, and asylees 
to access resources and opportunities so they can thrive and contribute to their communities.  It 
also serves them with legal, social and language services that hasten their welcome and social 
and economic integration into our community.  In the Asian American community, this has been 
extraordinarily crucial because America has a dark past in that it has made law and policy 
discriminating against the Asians.  Because law follows belief, Luminus is actively working to 
address beliefs by breaking down stereotypes through services and storytelling.  This will help 
people today and change laws in the future. 
 
 
Panelists: 

Mike Mitchell: 
Mike Mitchell is a social sector entrepreneur with a background in nonprofits that emphasize 
refugees, housing, and workforce development.  Currently, he is Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Luminus Network for New Americans.  Prior to his work with Luminus, Mitchell led refugee 
resettlement at two national organizations, was CEO of a Habitat for Humanity affiliate, and led 
workforce development efforts at various nonprofits in Maryland.  Earlier in his career, Mitchell 
worked in banking and also spent time in the federal government where he served on the staff 
of U.S. Vice President Al Gore.   Mitchell is especially interested in how the social sector can 
utilize technology like artificial intelligence and cryptocurrency to secure and hasten better lives.   
 

Danielle Duran Baron: 
Danielle Duran Baron is the President of the Board of Luminus and the Co-Chair of La Alianza 
Latina, a taskforce established by Howard County Executive Dr. Calvin Ball. Baron is the Staff Vice 
President of Marketing and Communications at the School Nutrition Association (SNA), the 
authority on school nutrition representing more than 50,000 members who provide high-quality, 
low-cost meals to students across the U.S.  For more than two decades, she has worked in 
marketing and communications in the U.S. and overseas.  Baron’s expertise lies in strategy, 
marketing, experience design and diversity, equity & inclusion.  A member of the American 
Society of Association Executives, Baron is the Chair of the Government Relations and Advocacy 
Professionals Advisory Council.  She holds a master’s degree in journalism and an MBA in 
marketing.  A native of Brazil, she is fluent in Spanish and Portuguese. She is married and has 
two young sons attending Howard County Public Schools. 
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